
 
 

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OCTOBER MEETING 

 
Minutes of October 26, 2021 

 
The 401st meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 

October 26, 2021, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 
 

MEMBERS 
PRESENT 
 

Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 
Trustee Cruz 
Ted Hebert 
Yolanda Johnson 
Suzanne Parker 
Lucy Perez 
Eleanor Williams 
 

MEMBERS 
ABSENT 

Charles Epstein 
Evan Plotkin 
Vanessa Smith 
Ivonne Vidal 
 

ALSO 
PRESENT 

Pesha Black, Amy Brandt, Beth Breton, Maria Brunelle, Michele Cabral, Julissa 
Colón, Karen Desjeans, Veena Dhankher, Mary Dixey, Amy Dopp, Jess Egan, 
Curt Foster, Jeanne Gosselin, Raúl Gutiérrez, Jeff Hayden, Kim Hicks, Mark 
Hudgik, Olivia Kynard, Johanna Lebrón, Lauren LeClair, Jane Lerner, Sharale 
Mathis, Will Murphy, Kris Ricker Choleva, Joanne Rome, Christina Royal, 
Narayan Sampath, Shannon Sarkisian, Amanda Sbriscia, Adrienne Smith, Idelia 
Smith, Jeannette Smith, Linda Szalankiewicz, Renee Tastad and Chris Yurko 
 

MEETING CALL TO 
ORDER 

At 8:04 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Gilbert. 
 
Roll Call Attendance:  
Trustee Cruz  Yes 
Ted Hebert  Yes 
Yolanda Johnson  Joined at 8:10 am 
Suzanne Parker  Yes 
Lucy Perez  Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 

CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda.  
 
Chair Gilbert called for a vote of the Consent Agenda.   

• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Meeting of 
September 28 2021 

• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Retreat Meeting 
of June 23, 2021 

• Report of Personnel Actions dated October 26, 2021 
o To approve personnel actions 
o To empower the President of the College to approve all 
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personal actions prior to the next meeting 
• Committee Reports 

o Advocacy 
o Audit and Finance 
o By-Laws and Governance 
o Equity 
o Nominating 
o Presidential Evaluation 
o Strategic Planning 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Hebert and seconded by Trustee Perez to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
Roll Call Attendance:  
Trustee Cruz  Yes 
Ted Hebert  Yes 
Suzanne Parker  Yes 
Lucy Perez  Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 

CHAIR’S REMARKS Chair Gilbert shared highlights since the last Board meeting. 
• Chair Gilbert thanked the students, faculty and staff for celebrating 

National Hispanic Heritage Month with over 20 events that recognized 
the culture and importance of the Latinx Community. 

• Chair Gilbert participated in two potential trustees Zoom interviews as 
the Board has three trustees where their terms will be ending. 

• Chair Gilbert reminded trustees to provide a description of all standing 
committees to Trustee Vidal so it can be included in the Trustee 
Handbook/Guidebook. 

• Chair Gilbert encouraged trustees to continue to edit the self-
assessment questionnaire sent out by Karen in June, as part of the 
NECHE recommendations for the Board Self-Assessment.  As a 
reminder, Kris’ slide presentation on Assessment was provided at the 
June retreat, and has great information. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT President Royal asked Vice President Sampath to introduce two new employees 
in the Administration and Finance area.  He introduced Jeannette Smith as the 
new Staff Assistant in Administration and Finance.  She comes to us from Student 
Accounts.  He also introduced Jeanne Gosselin, who will synchronize the vaccine 
mandate for the College.  Jeanne comes to us from MCLA in North Adams. 
 
President Royal provided an update on the Strategic Plan Refresh Student 
Experience Workshop event held on Monday, October 25th.  The Workshop was 
designed to bring forth the voices and perspectives of our students.  She thanked 
Trustee Johnson and Trustee Cruz for attending; and thanked Kris Ricker 
Choleva, Kevin David and Liz Golen for organizing and helping students to be 
aware of the event.  
 
President Royal updated the Trustees on the decision to require COVID 19 
vaccinations for employees and students starting in January 2022.  The decision 
is proceeding through impact bargaining with both unions and the College’s 
contact is Clara Elliott. 
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STEM PRESENTATION President Royal introduced Dr. Adrienne Smith, Dean of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math, to provide an overview of the NSF HIS Grant. 
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CTE/WORKFORCE 
(HARVARD 
FELLOWSHIP) 

President Royal introduced Veena Dhankher and Jeffrey Hayden, who were 
accepted into a Harvard Fellowship last November, who presented an overview 
of their work. 
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ADJOURNMENT On a motion by Trustee Perez and seconded by Trustee Hebert it was VOTED 
to adjourn today’s meeting. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  
 
Trustee Cruz   Left at 9:25 am 
Ted Hebert  Yes 
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Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Suzanne Parker  Yes 
Lucy Perez  Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:31 am. 
 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 

    Vacant 
   Secretary  

        Board of Trustees 
 
Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 
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